RIGA, April 13 (Reuter) - Baltic governments on Thursday welcomed their European Union association 


agreements signed on Wednesday, saying they would add new dimensions to their political and economic 


prospects. 


The Lithuanian Foreign Ministry said in a statement the pacts were recognition of central European countries' 
ambitions to become full members of the 15-state union. According to the statement, `The agreement will 
create qualitatively new possibilities for Lithuania's economic, foreign and security policy coordination with the 


European Union." 


Lithuania, with more work still to do on transition, agreed to a period of up to four years to adopt all EU rules 
and norms. Many legislators there have expressed concerns about opening up all markets and commercial 


sectors to European participation, saying they are especially worried about agriculture. 


SURPRISE IN LITHUANIAN BY-ELECTION. Agriculture Minister Vytautas Einoris was elected on 8 
April to the Seimas from the Kaisiadorys district. Einoris, nominated by the ruling Lithuanian Democratic 
Labor Party, defeated Homeland Union candidate Liudvikas Sabutis by 451 votes. In elections on 25 March, 
none of the five candidates won a majority, forcing a run-off between Sabutis and Einoris. Algirdas Brazauskas 
won the seat in October 1992, but gave it up on becoming president in February 1993. -- Saulius Girnius, 


OMRI, Inc. 


LITHUANIA LIMITS RUSSIAN MILITARY FLIGHTS. Lithuania has not issued a single permit for 
Russian military planes to fly over its territory this month, although several planes have flown with permits 
issued in March. The low-altitude flight on 29 March of three Russian MI-29 helicopters carrying rockets over 
residential areas of Vilnius prompted the opposition to call a special Seimas session on 5 April and to propose a 
total ban on all Russian military flights. Foreign Minister Povilas Gylys noted that permits for military flights 
have been issued in accordance with temporary regulations adopted on 20 July 1992. He added that a formal 
protest has already been sent to Russia over the flights. Russia admitted that the pilots violated safety 
regulations and said they would be punished. The Seimas on 11 April rejected the proposed ban. The Lithuanian 
Democratic Labor Party faction decided the previous day that a ban was unnecessary and that new flight 


regulations should be drawn up. -- Saulius Girnius, OMRI, Inc. 
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